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Duck Race on Singlers Marsh during Welwyn Festival Fun Day, 2013 
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1/ Introduction 

The purpose 

To demonstrate that a significant number of people, local to Singlers Marsh, have used it 
unhindered, for over 20 years and continue to do so that Singlers Marsh should be awarded 
Village Green status.  

Summary 

1027 community questionnaires were received. 930 from AL6 9&0 postcodes which cover 
Welwyn Parish. This represents 10.3% of Welwyn’s population. The data shows that 

 45% have used Singlers Marsh for over 20 years,  
 66% use it weekly or more often 
 99.4% of people have not been hindered in their access at all. Only 6 people have 

ever asked permission and 6 have been deterred by cattle grazing or Travellers. 19 
have seen advisory signs but not prevented from access. 

In addition, the supporting evidence includes: 

 Video compilations showing the community using Singlers Marsh since 1999 
 Testimonies from Welwyn schools, groups and historical publications 
 Community photographs 

All of which provide evidence that Singlers Marsh has been and continues to be widely used 
by the community as of right for over 20 years for recreational purposes. 

While it is already a Local Nature Reserve, Village Green status would give it a higher level of 
protection for the benefit of the community. 
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2/ Context 

The Area for registration. 

There are two parts to Singlers Marsh – the northern and southern sections, both are 
owned or leased by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council (WHBC).  

 It is the southern section for which the application is being made and falls within the WHBC 
district.  

The leased section has a 969 year lease and the freeholder is supportive of this application. 

Access to the southern end is by four kissing gates. In addition there are two five bar-gated 
entrances to allow for vehicle access, which are kept padlocked. 

The northern end falls into the North Herts BC remit and is fenced off to allow cattle to be 
grazed as part of the habitat management. However public access is allowed through five 
kissing gates.   

Singlers Marsh is within Welwyn Parish area which is predominantly postal sectors AL6 9 
and AL6 0. 

Community usage 

In 1973 the Welwyn Rural District Council created Singlers Marsh as a nature reserve, with 
the Chairman saying: “We sincerely hope that this spot will become a restful retreat for 
those who want to spend a few hours away from the crowds’. In 1974 ownership was 
handed over to WHBC when the urban and district councils were merged. 
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Welwyn Times and Hatfield Herald, March 1973

 

It has been used for community recreational purposes ever since, including the annual 
Welwyn Festival Fun Day. This was originally organised on Singlers Marsh by the Round 
Table from at least 1983 and one responder remembers it in 1963. In 1999 the Festival was 
taken over by the Welwyn Festival Committee.  

A short video by the Welwyn Film Record Society shows this. Submitted via Herts SFX but 
also on Youtube: https://bit.ly/SinglersMarshVG-Video1 

 

 



6 
 

Community photographs showing clockwise: 1981 Snowballing, 2019 Welwyn Festival, 2013 
Lobbying Minister of the Environment, Chairman of Ofwat and the Environment Agency about the 
Mimram chalk stream, 2020 families picnicking, 2016 Welwyn 10k run 

 

Evidence 

This application is supported by: 

 924 2021 Evidence Questionnaires. This was based on the HCC recommended questions 
and wording, copy in Appendix A. The majority are hard copy questionnaires and have been 
submitted in person. Those received online and any supporting photos have been scanned 
and sent to Herts SFX.  

In addition there are 150 2020 online questionnaires submitted to HCC in 2020.  

These have been deduplicated against the 2021 questionnaires, producing a total of 1027 
unique responses. All the responses have been summarised in Section 3.  

Testimonies from St.Mary’s School, Welwyn 10k Run organisers, Welwyn Scouts, Welwyn 
Festival, Welwyn Walk to Better Health and Welwyn Brownies  

Historical reports from Welwyn Magazine and Festival programmes 

A compilation of photographic evidence from the community by year and Welwyn Film 
Record Soc video compilations transferred to Herts SFX. 
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File naming conventions 

Each 2021 questionnaire returned has been numbered.  

Online 2021 questionnaire returns have been saved against each number and where there 
are multiple parts they are linked alphabetically eg: VG 100 A, VG 100 B, etc. 

Where there are supporting photographs, they have been saved against the questionnaire 
number, with a description of the activity and the year the photograph was taken 

One 3 minute summary video and two longer videos have also been submitted, named VG 
Video and descriptions. 

Community photographs have also been submitted to show general usage over time. These 
have been saved as CP with a description of the activity and the year it was taken. 
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3/ Questionnaire Evidence summary. 

This is a summary of the results against the key criteria of: 

 is there sufficient evidence,  
 length of time accessing Singlers Marsh, 
 frequency of use  
 whether access has been hindered or prevented. 

Questionnaires 

Two questionnaires were distributed. The 2020 one was online only. (HCC hold the results) 
The second, issued in 2021, used a fuller set of wording.  

Where the wording was identical the combined results have been analysed.  

The 2021 questionnaires (example in Appendix B) were issued in hard copy and online. (All 
these have been submitted to HCC). (Unfortunately questionnaire numbers 510-549 were 
duplicated although each separate response is correct)  

 

A significant number of local inhabitants? 

Welwyn Parish has a population of 9068, which is the location of Singlers Marsh (Source: 
ONS 2019). 

1027 unique response have been returned. 930 of these live in the AL6 9 and AL6 0 postal 
districts which cover Welwyn Parish. So the survey results represent 10.3% of Welwyn 
Parish’s population 

The list of postcodes of Welwyn Parish responders is in Appendix C  

 

How long has Singlers Marsh been used for recreation? 

960 people answered this question. 45% have used it for over 20 years and 20% for 10-20 
years, demonstrating it has been and continues to be used by a significant number of 
people. The longest user is 74 years. The table below shows the percentage in each year 
band 

1-5 
years 

6 -10 
years 

10 - 15 
years 

16 - 20 
years 

20 -30 
years 

30 -40 
years 

Over 40 
years 

18.3% 16.7% 9.5% 10.5% 14.6% 12.3% 18.1% 
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How frequently do they use the Marsh? 

1007 people answered this question. 65.8% use it at least weekly. 

Daily Monthly Weekly Yearly 
22.9% 28.0% 42.9% 6.2% 

 

How do they access the Marsh? 

There are several points of access to the Marsh. Responders could give multiple answers.  

Singlers Bridge / Codicote Road / 
Village end 

Fulling Mill Lane Fulling Mill (north end) 

51.4% 51.5 12.7 
 

Do they know or are they connected to the landowner? 

957 people answered this question. 16.6% knew the owner was either WHBC or WPC. 

One responder was an employee and none were tenants 

Did you have to seek permission?  

944 people answered this question. Only 6 people said they had ever asked permission: 4 to 
set up the Festival, 1 to run a working party and 1 to install geocaches on the Marsh. 

Have you ever been prevented from using the land?  

939 people answered this question. Only 6 people answered ‘yes’: 1 because it was ‘boggy’, 
4 would not access the North End because of the grazing cattle. (the Northern part is not 
the area which is seeking Village Green status) and 1 because of Travellers 

Have you ever been prevented/warned by notices etc?  

944 people answered this question. 99.4% had not been prevented in any way. 11 people 
had seen advisory notices about the cattle grazing, 3 about Travellers and their eviction, 2 
saw notices warning about Foot & Mouth precautions, 1 about tree surgery and 1 noticed 
the 5-bar vehicle access gate was locked. 

Concern for Singlers Marsh   

72% responders confirmed they were prepared to give evidence to a Public Inquiry, which 
further demonstrates the high level of concern that local residents have to protect their 
Singlers Marsh. 
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Summary of questions from the 2021 survey where wording was different 

What recreational activities have you seen taking place on Singlers Marsh? 

908 people answered this question recognising a wide range of uses. 

This table shows the number of people who saw each activity listed 

Walking Sitting Children playing Ball games Dog walking 
97% 96% 93% 87% 97% 

Welwyn Festival  Fun runs/10k 
run 

Picnicking Community 
Celebrations 

Fetes 

91% 62% 91% 67% 74% 
Informal Parties Team games  Paddling Fishing Painting/Drawing 

50% 58% 69% 28% 40% 
Kite flying Bonfire parties Bird watching Bicycle riding  

53% 6% 65% 41%  
 

Other activities mentioned included the Duck Race, keep fit classes, yoga, meditation, 
photography, nature watching, litter picking, environmental studies.  

Clearly, Singlers Marsh is used for lots of recreational activities. 

What organisations or community events have you seen on Singlers Marsh? 

The three main community events and organisations spontaneously mentioned by 
respondents were Welwyn Festival Fun Day, the 10k run (both held annually) and the Scouts 
who use the Marsh most weeks.  The table shows the percentage of responders who 
mentioned each. 

Community 
Events 

Festival Scouts, Cubs, 
Brownies 

10k Run Others 

 81.9% 13.6% 21.0% 5.1% 
Organisations     
 48.3% 26.1% 15.2% 5.3% 
 

There was some confusion over the meaning of the question. Some assumed that the two 
questions were mutually exclusive. 

Other community events and organisations mentioned were the Duck Race, Church events, 
the schools, Herts Middx Wildlife Trust, charities, fitness classes, geocaching and bonfire and 
firework parties. 
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429 people, 46%, answered the question ‘How long have they been using it’. The answers 
range from 74 years, over 20 years to ‘forever’ and ‘for as long as I’ve lived here’. 

Have they been seen by the owner? 

773 people answered this question, which is a lower number than other questions. Many 
felt that since they did not know who the owner was, they did not know if they had been 
seen. 

However 98.2% who did answer it said they had not been seen by the owner. Of the 14 that 
had been seen, one had been welcomed to the Festival by the Mayor and ‘hello’ or nothing 
was said to the others. 

Data Protection statement 

907 people, 98%, or responders signed and dated the declaration. 

Summary 

1027 people completed the questionnaire of whom 930 live in Welwyn Parish. This is 10.3% 
of Welwyn Parish’s population.  

66%% use it at least weekly and 45% for more than 20 years, the longest being 74 years 
usage.  

People see a wide range of activities and community events on the Marsh, especially the 
Welwyn Festival and Scouting 

 Nobody has ever been prevented from using Singlers Marsh  

72% feel strongly enough about protecting Singlers Marsh that they are prepared to stand 
up at a Public Inquiry to support it.  
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4/ Community Testimonies 

ST.MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL HEADMISTRESS, WELWYN 
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Photos of St.Marys School children on Singlers Marsh 

1975 – planting trees 

 

2021: St.Mary’s School visiting Singlers Marsh to learn about the Marsh and Riverflies found 
in the River Mimram. 
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ST. MARYS SCHOOL DEPUTY HEAD 1996- 2021 
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ST.MARYS SCHOOL, MR CLIVE ANSTEY, YEAR 5 TEACHER 
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WELWYN FESTIVAL 

Andy Trotter, who lives less than ten minutes’ walk from Singlers Marsh was Chairman of 
the Welwyn Festival Committee from 2000 until 2017.  Village Fun Day, which is always the 
finale to the Festival, has taken place on Singlers Marsh every year since 1999, with the 
exception of 2001 when the marsh was closed due to foot and mouth disease and 2020/21 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

 
Andy comments: “Most activities, including arena events take place in the field nearest the 
bridge over the River Mimram. 
Stalls line the entrance to the marsh, opening out to the main area where beer tents, food 
stalls, arena events like the dog show, children's races, tug-o-war, marching bands and other 
displays take place.  In the fields beyond there are side shows, children’s rides and the classic 
cars.  Between 2,000 and 3,000 people attend and it provides a focal point within a stone’s 
throw of Welwyn High Street for people to meet and have fun. Festival Fun Day culminates 
in the 1st Welwyn Scout Group's main fund raiser for the year, involving 1,500 ducks 
"paddling" down the Mimram chalk stream river alongside the Marsh. Spectators crowd the 
banks of the river cheering on the ducks in this highly competitive race.  There is nowhere 
else big enough and close enough to the centre of the village to hold this much enjoyed 
event.  Parking is available on the adjacent field by kind permission of the owners.” 
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WELWYN 10K RUN ORGANISERS 
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WELWYN SCOUT AND GUIDE MOVEMENT 

Singlers Marsh has been used by Welwyn Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, Guides, Brownies and 
Rainbows each year going back to at least 1995.  The Scout Hut in Lockley’s Car Park is used 
by all these sections but does not have any outdoor space, so troops and packs meet on 
Singlers Marsh several times each term.  Andy Trotter, Chair of Welwyn Scouts says:  “The 
Scouts alone have at least 18 meetings spread throughout the year for tent-erecting, 
building rope and pole structures (pioneering), natural history, inter-lodge/six/patrol 
competitions, including water-based activities.” 

WELWYN WALK TO BETTER HEALTH 

Paul Jiggens co-leader ‘Welwyn Walk to Better Health’ writes:  The ‘Welwyn Walk to Better 
Health’ scheme was launched in 2016 as an initiative of the Bridge Cottage Surgery Patient 
Participation Group. Since its inception, the aim of the scheme has been to encourage 
walking as an aid to both maintaining good health and to assist those recovering from illness 
achieve a healthier condition. The group meets twice a month, weather permitting, to walk 
in the countryside around Welwyn and normally attracts around 20 participants. Walks tend 
not to be overly strenuous to ensure that they are accessible by as many people as possible – 
generally lasting between an hour and an hour and a half.  However another important 
positive outcome of the programme is that members, who may often live alone, get the 
opportunity to socialise with others. Hence the length of the walks is governed not only by 
the route but also by the amount of gossiping which is necessary!  Welwyn villagers are 
blessed with local walking possibilities, and one of the most important of these is Singlers 
Marsh, particularly to groups of Health Walkers, who appreciate its flat easy access so close 
to the centre of the village. The Marsh provides an easy and convenient starting or finishing 
point for many varied walks around Welwyn – all of which feature in the Welwyn Walk to 
Better Health programme. Loss of access to the Marsh can create serious problems in 
planning suitable walks, forcing large groups such as ours to have to walk besides busy roads 
instead of across open countryside. This has occasionally occurred due to bad weather and 
has a considerable detrimental effect on our programme. 
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WELWYN BROWNIES 

1st Welwyn Brownies 

 

1stwelwynbrownies@gmail.com 

 

 

October 11, 2021 

To whom it may concern.  

1St Welwyn Brownies are a community group which meet in the local Scout hut weekly and has used 
Singlers Marsh frequently over the years.  

This green space is the closest area to our hut and we use it regularly especially during the Summer 
when the weather is warmer. It is a short walk to the Marsh from the hut and allows the Brownies to 
access an outside area to play games and to enjoy the outdoors.  

We have used to Marsh for so many activities over the years including pond dipping, picnics, 
numerous outdoor games including parachute games and making daisy chains.  

As a community group we always take part in the Welwyn Festival Street Parade and Fete and have 
enjoyed many years of fun having our own stall on the Marsh. The Brownies particularly enjoy the 
day and love being part of the community event.  

Singlers Marsh needs to continue to be accessible to all not only the Brownie unit as it is a valuable 
resource for the village.  

Kind regards 

Fiona Petty 

1st Welwyn Brownie Guider 
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HISTORICAL EXTRACTS FROM WELWYN MAGAZINE AND FESTIVAL PROGRAMMES 

1999 

 

2002 Jubilee Picnic  
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2002 Festival Fun Day 

 

 

2004 Festival Fun Day 

 

 

2005 Festival Fun day 
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2006 Festival Fun Day 

 

 

2007 Festival Fun Day 
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2008 Festival Fun day 

 

2009 Festival Fun day 
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2010 Festival Fun day 

 

 

2011 Festival Fun Day 
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2012 Festival Fun Day 

 

2013 Festival Fun Day 
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2014 Festival Fun day 

 

2015 Festival Fun Day 
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2016 Festival Fun Day 

 

2016 Festival 
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2017 Festival Fun Day 
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2018 Festival Fun Day 

 

2019 Festival Fun Day 

 

2020 – cancelled due to Covid lockdown 
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5/ Community Photographic Evidence 

Video evidence. The Welwyn Film Record society have compiled two 20 minute videos 
showing how the community has used Singlers Marsh over the years. The files, labelled VG 
Video, have been sent to Herts SFX. In addition, there is a short 3 minute summary to give a 
flavour of the longer videos. This can also be seen on Youtube, with the following link: 
https://bit.ly/SinglersMarshVG-Video1 

Photographic evidence. The following pages include a selection of photos showing how 
Singlers Marsh has been used for many different activities over the last 20 or more years. It 
is organised by year. 
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6/ Appendices: 

APPENDIX A: COPY OF RECOMMENDED QUESTIONNAIRE FROM HERTS CC WEBSITE 

Evidence Questionnaire in Support of the Registration of Land as a 
New Town or Village Green 

December 2012 
Name 
(please print) 
Address 
Postcode Telephone number 
Email address 
 
1. Address when you used the Land 
(if different from your current 
address) 
 
2. This form must be accompanied by a copy of a map which shows 
the Land in question. 
Please tick the box to show that you have signed this map and that 
it relates to the Land for which you have provided evidence. 
Map                            signed 
 
3. By what name is the Land shown 
on the map known? 
 
4. Between which years did you use 
the Land? From ……………. to ……………..year) 
Then from ………. …to …………… 
 
5. During the time you have used the Land, has your general pattern of use 
remained basically the same? 
Yes No 
If not (i.e. you moved house or stopped using the Land for certain purposes for 
some reason) please provide further details. 
 
6. We were informed by HCC that this would not be necessary on individual forms if the postcode was 
included, but that a map showing the location of the responses would be needed should there be a 
public inquiry.  
 
This form may also be accompanied by a copy of a separate map 
which shows the extent of the locality or neighbourhood within a 
locality in question. 
Please mark the location of your house on this map with an ‘X’. If a 
separate map has not been provided, please mark the map 
describing the Land (see Question 2) with the location of your 
house with an “X” 
Please tick the box to show that you have done this House marked 
 
7. What recognisable facilities are available to the inhabitants of your locality or 
neighbourhood within a locality? 
 
Please tick all boxes that apply and add any OTHERS not covered. 
local school or school area police officer 
catchment area 
residents’ association doctor’s surgery 
community centre community activities 
local church or place of neighbourhood watch 
worship 
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a central feature 
sports facilities 
Scout/Guide clubs 
local shops 
other (please state) 
 
8. To your knowledge are there any public rights of way (e.g. public footpaths, 
bridleways or byways) crossing the Land? 
Yes No 
 
9. Where do you gain access to the Land? 
 
10. On average, how often do you use the Land (apart from the public rights of 
way)? 
Daily, monthly, weekly,  yearly 
 
11. What activities have you participated in on the Land? 
(for examples see question 15). 
 
12. Do you know of any community activities that take place or have taken place on 
the Land? 
Yes No 
If yes, what activities are these and when do/did they take place? 
How long have they taken place for? 
 
13. Do any organisations use the Land for sports or pastimes? 
Yes No 
If yes, which organisations? 
Please give details about where and how often they meet. 
What activities do they carry out on the Land? 
 
14. Please tick all the activities that you have seen taking place on the Land. 
children playing, football, rounders, cricket, fishing, bird watching, drawing and painting, picnicking, 
dog walking, kite flying,team games, people walking, picking blackberries, bonfire parties, community 
celebrations, bicycle riding, fetes, carol singing, other (please state) 
 
15. Do you know who the owner or occupier of the Land is? 
Yes No 
If yes, please provide their name and, if possible, their address. 
 
16. Are you or have you ever been the owner’s employee? 
Yes No 
If yes, please state the years during which you worked for them. 
 
17. Are you or have you ever been the owner’s tenant? 
Yes No 
If yes, please state the extent of the Land which you rent/rented and the years 
during which you rented it. 
 
18. Has the owner or occupier seen you on the Land? 
Yes No 
If yes, what did they say? 
 
19. Did you ever seek permission to use the Land, or did anyone ever give you 
permission? 
Yes No 
If yes, please supply details, including when this happened: 
 
20. Have you ever been prevented from using the Land? 
Yes No 
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If yes, please supply details, including when this happened: 
 
21. Has any attempt ever been made by notice or fencing or by any other means to 
prevent or discourage the use being made of the Land by the local inhabitants? 
Yes No 
If yes, what was done and when? (ie. fence or signs erected and where located) 
If signs were erected, when did they go up, what did they say and how long did 
they stay in place for? 
 
22. Please can you supply any photographs (or any other evidence) of use of the 
Land by local inhabitants? 
Yes (photographs attached) No photographs 
 
23. Do you know others who may be in a position to complete an evidence 
questionnaire? 
Yes No 
If yes, please supply their names and contact details to the person making the 
application. 
 
24. If necessary, would you be prepared to give evidence at a public inquiry in 
respect of the evidence you have given in this form? 
Yes No 
If not, please explain your reasons briefly. 
 
I hereby confirm that to the best of my knowledge and belief the information I have given is true. 
The information you give in this form cannot be treated as confidential. 
To determine the application it may be necessary for Hertfordshire County Council to 
disclose information received from you to others, which may include other local 
authorities, the Planning Inspectorate and other Government Departments, public 
bodies, other organisations and members of the public. If the application proceeds to a public inquiry 
your evidence will be made available to the inquiry. 
 
I understand that the evidence form I have completed may become public knowledge. I authorise 
Hertfordshire County Council to disclose this form to anyone requiring access to the information 
contained in it in relation to this application. This may include the evidence being presented at a public 
inquiry. 
 

Signed ……………………………………… Date ………………………… 

         December 2012 
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Appendix B 

2021 QUESTIONNAIRE USED FOR SINGLERS MARSH 
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Appendix C – Welwyn Parish responders’ postcodes -page 1 
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Welwyn Parish responders’ postcodes -page 2 

 


